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FELLOWS of the ROYAL SOCIETY. 
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HOUGH Dr. Hutton's reſignation of the office of Se- 

| cretary to the Royal Society for their foreign correſpon- 
dence, and the methods taken by Sir Joſeph Banks, the 
Preſident, to put him under a neceſſity of reſigning it, have been 
pretty fully debated in ſome of the late meetings of the Society, 
and many gentlemen, who were preſent at thoſe meetings, ſeem 
ſenſible of the harſhneſs at leaſt, if not of the injuſtice, of the 
treatment he has met with, I am afraid that many other Mem- 
bers of the Society may not yet be ſufficiently acquainted with 
all the circumſtances of the buſineſs to form a juſt conception of 
its merits, I ſhall therefore, out of regard to Dr. Hutton, and 
in juſtice to his conduct in this office, (which I take to have been 
perfectly regular and unexceptionable,) endeavour to give fo full 
and exact a relation of the whole affair, from the beginning to 
the end, that there ſhall no longer remain the leaſt doubt, or ob- 
ſcurity, in the minds of any of my readers concerning the facis 
of the caſe : after which, I preſume, there will be little room for 
a difference of opinion on the merits of it. And then I ſhall hope 
that the fruit of this convition on the ſubject, in the minds of 
ſuch of my readers as are Fellows of the Royal Society, (for 
whoſe peruſal, principally, this paper is drawn up) will be a con- 
currence in ſome reaſonable and prudent meaſure, that ſhall pro- 
cure a reſtoration of Dr. Hutton to this office of Secretary for 
the foreign correſpondence, of which he has been ſo cauſeleſsly 
and fo capriciouſly deprived. By ſuch a meaſure they would 
prove to the world, that in their minds the love of truth, when 
— and clearlyidiſcovered, is ſuperior to all other conſiderations ; 
that they are determine ' a Phjloſophical Society * 
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to be) to maintain, in practice as well as in theory, the impor- 
tant old maxim, *© that magna eff veritas et prævalebit.“ 

Dr. Hutton is known to be one of the beſt Mathematicians 
in England: and he is likewiſe a very good writer upon the Ma- 
thematics, which is far from being the caſe with every perſon 
who underſtands them, or is well-read in them. He is alſo re- 
markably induſtrious, and has furniſhed the Philoſophical Tranſ- 
actions with more papers (and thoſe full of ingenuity. and inven- 
tion, as well as learning) upon mathematical ſubjects, than, I 
believe, any other Member of the Society. He is alſo Profeſſor 
of the Mathematics at the Royal Military Academy at Wool- 
wich ; where he, ſome years ago, tried a variety of moſt curious 
and uſeful experiments upon the force of fired gunpowder, and the 
initial velocity of ſmall cannon-balls, fimilar to thoſe which had 
formerly been trjed upon the like ſubjects with reſpect to muſket- 
balls, by the late very eminent Mathematician and Engineer, 
Mr. Benjamin Robins. And he afterwards drew up an account 
of theſe experiments upon cannon-balls, which was preſented to 
the Royal Society, and printed in the Philoſophical Tranſactions; 


and was thought by the late worthy and learned Sir John Pringle, 


the then Prefident of the Royal Society, and his Council, to be 
the moſt meritoriousgpaper that had that year been preſented to 
the Society; and, i$1uch, became the occaſion of their reward- 
ing its learned author, by giving him Sir Godfrey Copley's medal, 

With this merit and reputation, it will not be thought ſur- 
priſing that Sir John Pringle, and many other very reſpectable 
Members of the Royal Society, when a vacancy happened in the 
office of one of the Secretaries of the Society, by the Reverend 
Dr. Horſley's rcfignation in November 1778, ſhould have pitch- 
ed upon Dr. Hutton as a fit perſon to fucceed him. He accord- 
ingly, by their advice and encouragement, became a candidate 
for it; and a great number of Fellows of the Society voted for 
him. But he was not elected, there being a ſtill greater number 
of votes for his competitor, the Reverend Mr. Maty, whoſe pe- 
culiar ſituation, and uncommon proof of a high degree of inte- 
grity and delicacy of conſcience, juſtly intitled him to the notice 
and favour of all mankind. 

Dr. Hutton's failure of ſucceſs on this occaſion was thought, 
even by thoſe Members of the Society who had voted for Mr. 
Maty in preference to him, to be a reaſon for beſtowing on him 
ſome other mark of the Socicty's favourable regard to him, in 
lieu of this office, which they had thought themſelves obliged, 
from very powerful conſiderations, to beſtow on his antagoniſt. 
And accordingly, when Mr. Maty, (who had, for ſome time 
before this election, held the office of Secretary to the Society for 
their foreign correſpondence,) Reſigned the Lad office upon his 


being choſen one of che principgy Secretaries, the . ae 
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Council beſtowed it on Dr. Hutton. This office is of but Gnall 
value, the ſalary of it being only twenty pounds a year ; and there- 
fore, in point of profit, it was hardly worth Dr. Hutton's accept- 
ance. But as it was a mark of the Socicty's good opinion and fa- 
vour to him, he conſidered himſelf as honoured by the offer of it, 
and therefore accepted it with thankfulneſs and pleaſure, and deter - 
mined to perform the duties of it with diligence and punctuality. 

This office of foreign Secretary, (as it is uſually called,) was 
not created by the Charters of the Royal Society, but is founded 
on a legacy of 5ool. which was given to the Royal Society by 
the laſt will of a Mr. Robert Keck, who died in the year 1727. 
The words of the bequeſt are as follows; “I give unto the Pre- 
« fident, Council, and Fellows of the Royal Society for the increaſ- 
« ing of Natural Knowledge, five hundred pounds, to be by them 
« laid out, and the profits ariſing to be beflowed on ſome one of the 
« Fellows whom they ſhall appoint to carry on a foreign correſpon- 
« dence.” | | 

The profits ariſing every year from this 5001. are 201. and 
conſtitute the ſalary of this office, 

From the words of the foregoing clauſe of Mr. Keck's will, 
it might reaſonably be concluded, that the appointment of the 
perſon who was to carry on the Society's foreign correſpondence, 
ſhould belong to the whole body of the Royal Society, or the Preſi- 
dent, Council, and Fellaws of it, and not to the Preſident and 
Council only. For the word © they” in the expreſſion * whozr 
« they ſhall appoint,” evidently relates to the perſons mentioned 
in the firſt part of the clauſe, to whom the gift is made, which 
are the Preſident, Council, and Fellows of the Royal Society, And 
ſuch a manner of appointing this officer, would be analogous to 
the practice of the Society, in the appointment of the tvs prix 
- 1 Secretaries, as well as of the Preſident of the Society, the 

reaſurer of it, the Curators of Philsſophical Experiments, the 
Clerk, and the two inferior officers called Serjearts at Mace; all 
which are directed by the royal charters to be elected by the So- 
ciety at large, as will appear from the following extract from the 
ſecond Charter, which was granted in the fifteenth year of the 
reign of King Charles the Second, and bears date on the 22d 
of April, 1663. Et ulterius volumus, ac, per prejentes, c. con- 
cedimus prefatis Prefidi, Concilio, et Sodalibus, Regalis Societatis 
prædictæ, &c. Duod 25 et ſucceſſores ſin de cætero in perpetuum 
habeant, c. unum 7, 3 duos Secretarios, Curatores ex- 
perimentorum duos vel plures, Clericum unum vel plures, et prætered 
duos ſerviantes ad clavas, qui de tempore in tempus ſuper Præiſidem 
attendant ; qubdque predifti Theſaurarius, Secretarii, Curatares, 
Clericus, * Clerict, et ee ad clavas, per praſidem, conci- 
lium, et ſodales, regalis Societatis prædictæ, five per aliquos triginta 
et unum, vel plures, eorum (quorum præſidem pro tempore exifien- 
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tem, vel ejus deputatum, unum eſſe volumus,) vel per majorem par- 
tem prædictorum triginta et unius, vel plurium, eligendi et nomi- 
nandi, &c See the 2 book of charters and ſtatutes of the 
Royal Society, publiſhed in the year 1776, page 31. Here we 
ſee, that the Treaſurer, the two Secretaries, the two, or more, 
Curators of Experiments, the Clerk or Clerks, and the two Ser- 


jeants at Mace, are all to be choſen bygthe Preſident, Council, 


and Fellows of the Society, per Preſidem, Concilium, & Soadales 
regalis Societatis preditte elegendi & nominandi. And fo, one 
would naturally ſuppoſe, according to the ſpirit and analogy of 
the foregoing directions of the Charter, as well as according to 
the words of Mr. Keck's will above recited, this officer ought 
likewiſe to be appointed. But the practice of the Society has 
been otherwiſe : They have not inſiſted on a right of electing the 
Foreign Secretary themſelves, but have permitted their Preſi- 
dents and Councils to appoint him whenever there has been a 
vacancy ; which, I preſume, is chiefly to be attributed to the 
great confidence which the Society has almoſt conſtantly placed 
in the wiſdom and juſtice of their Preſident and Council till with- 
in theſe few years paſt, that they have fallen under the govern- 
ment of Sir Joſeph Banks. 

The proper. buſineſs of this office, according to the words of 
Mr. Kec#'s will, is to carry on the foreign Correſpondence of 
the Society ; that is, to write letters to learned foreigners in the 
name, and by the direction, of either the Preſident and Council, 
or the Preſident, Council, and Fellows of the Society; which 
might be ſometimes a very light and eaſy taſk, and ſometimes a 
very laborious one, according to the ſtate of the Society's foreign 
correſpondence, and the manner of carrying it on. In the pre- 
ſent ſtate of that correſpondence this buſineſs is extremely eaſy, 
for a reaſon that will preſently be mentioned; and from the firſt 
inſtitution of this office by Mr. Keck's will, I believe it has becn 
far from berthenſome, though, perhaps, it has ſometimes been 
rather leſs eaſy than it is at preſent. But, though the original 
and proper duty of this office, according to the words of Mr. 
Keck's will, was an eaſy one, it has fince been loaded with ano- 
ther duty, which could not be well diſcharged without a great 
deal of labour and ability. For the Preſidents and Councils, who 
have from time to time appointed the Foreign Secretaries, have 
required them to tranſlate into Engliſh all the papers preſented to 
the Society that were written in any foreign language, thoſe 
written in Latin not excepted. And the tranſlations made from 
any of the modern languages have generally been printed in the 
Philoſophical Tranſactions, in the ſame volumes in which the ori- 
ginal papers themſelves have been publiſhed ; and thoſe made 
from the Latin papers have been kept in the archives of the So- 
ciety, for the uſe and inſpection of ſuch of the Fellows as ma 

bor 


(7) 


wiſh to have recourſe to them. This duty, it will caſily be con- 
ceived, is a very laborious one, and deſerves, when ably diſcharg- 
ed, a better reward than 20l. a year. | 

Dr. Hutton was unanimouſly appointed to this office of Fo- 
reign Secretary by Sir Joſeph Banks, the Preſident, and the Coun- 
cil of the Royal Society, at a meeting of the Council held on the 
14th of January, 1779. And at this time both the above-men- 
tioned duties were, in point of form, annexed to the office, 
though, in 1 only the latter duty was expected to be perſorm- 
ed in it. For he was furniſhed, by order of the Council, with a 
paper of inſtructions concerning the duties of the office, which 
was in the words following; to wit, that he was 

iſt, To return thanks for preſents. 

2dly, To anſwer and write letters from and to foreigners. 

3dly, To enter in a book a liſt of all ſuch letters and copies, 
when directed, | 

4thly, To tranſlate into Engliſh the papers ſent to the Society. 

And 5thly, To give a ſhort account of foreign books pre- 
ſented to the Society. 

The three former of theſe articles relate to the original duty of 
the office, as created by Mr. Keck's will: the two laſt are ad- 
ditional duties annexed to the office by the authority of the Pre- 
ſident and Council, and are heavy ones. 

The Members of the Council, at the time they appointed Dr, 
Hutton to this office, and ordered the foregoing paper concerning 
the duties of it to be given him, all agreed that the ſalary of 20l, 
a year was much too ſmall a reward for the ſervices required to 
be performed in it, and exprefled a wiſh and a general intention 
of making ſome addition to it; but came to no immediate and 
ſpecihc reſolution upon the ſubject. But Dr, Hutton was in- 
formed that, notwithſtanding the paper of inſtructions that was 
delivered to him concerning the duties of the office he had under- 
taken (and which was the ſame that had been delivered to his pre- 
deceſſors in the office many years ago,) conſiſted of five articles; 
yet it was not expected that he ſhould fulfil any but the fourth ar- 
ticle, which was to tranſlate the foreign papers into Engliſh, the 
buſineſs mentioned in the three firſt articles, and in the fiſth ar- 
ticle, having, for a long time before, been done by one of the 
other Secretaries, who would ſtill continue to execute it. So 
that Dr. Hutton, in accepting this office of Foreign Secretary to 
the Royal Society, was not required to intermeddle at all with 
the foreign correſpondence of the Society (though that was the 
proper and original duty of the office,) but under the title of Fo- 
reien Secretary to the Society, became in truth the Tranſlator of 
their foreign papers. And upon this footing he continued in the 
oftice from 3 14, 1779, to Feb. 7, 1782; that is, for more 
than three years; during all which time he tranſlated all the fo- 
reign 
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reign papers of the Society (which were many in number, and 
ſome of them very long) into Engliſh, without any other reward 
than the above-mentioned very ſmall ſalary of 20l. a year, ariſing 
from Mr. Keck's legacy. 

As to the merit of theſe tranſlations, thoſe who have read 
them, and compared them with the originals, will form their 
own judgments of them: but to thoſe who have not done fo, I 
| ſhall cite the authority of Dr. Fordyce in their favour, who de- 
clared in one of the debates of the Society in December laſt, 
1783, that he had examined ſeveral of them, and had found 
them to be uncommonly good. | 

From the declarations made by the Council in January, 1779, 
of their own opinion, that the ſalary of this office was much too 
ſmall, Dr. Hutton had always hoped that they would have made 
ſome addition to the profits of it, by paying him for the tranſ- 
lations of the foreign papers, according to ſome rate that they 
might think reaſonable, in proportion to their length and diffi- 
culty. But nothing of this kind was done during the three years 
that he was employed in theſe tranſlations, 

The ſubject, however, was at laſt reſumed by the Preſident 
and Council, in the month of February, 1782, when they came 
to a reſolution, that the tranſlations of the foreign papers ſhould 
be paid for out of the ſtock of the Society, it being unreaſonable 
to require them to be made any longer by the Foreign Secretary, 
for ſo ſmall a reward as the ſalary of 201. a year. But Dr. Hut- 
ton was not permitted to reap the benefit of this reſolution. For, 
inſtead of continuing to employ him as the tranſlator of them, as 
they had done during the foregoing three years, they reſolved, 
that from thence forwards the buſineſs of tranſlating the foreign 
papers ſhould no longer be annexed to the office of the Foreign 
Secretary, but ſhould be performed by ſuch perſons as the Preſi- 
dent, or the Secretary by his order, ſhould appoint for that pur- 
poſe ; after firſt agreeing with them upon the price to be paid 
them for every tranſlation, and a confirmation of ſuch agreements 
by the Council. And they determined at the ſame time, that 
the Foreign Secretary ſhould, for the future, be required only 
to do the proper and original buſineſs of his office according to 
Mr. Keck's will ; namely, that of carrying on the foreign cor- 
reſpondence of the Society. The proceedings of the Preſident 
and Council upon this ſubject were as follows : 

At a meeting of the Council held on the 24th of January, 1782. 
It having been repreſented to the Council, that the foreign cor- 
reſpondence was not carried on with ſufficient punctuality; and 
it being conſidered, that the emoluments of the Foreign Secre- 
tary are by no means adequate to the duties of his office, it was 
propoſed by the Preſident, * That for the future, the articles of 
his duty relating to the tranſlating of papers, and the 1 
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of foreign books, be diſpenſed with.” The Council agreed to 


this propolal ; and it was reſolved, © That a Committee bc ap- 
pointed to define accurately the duties of the foreign Sccretary, 
and to determine in what manner the tranſlat o of fur ign papers 
ſhould be procured for the future.” The 7reiident, Governor 
Pownall, Dr. Blagdon, and the two Secretaries, (Mr. ! lanta 
and Mr. Maty) were named of this Committee. 
At a ſubſequent meeting of the Council, h-1d on the 7th of 
February, 1782, a report of the foregoing Committee appointed 
by the Council on the 24th of January, 1782, ior defining the 
duty of the foreign Secretary, and for conſidering in what man- 
ner the tranſlations of foreign papers ſhould be procured for the 
future, was read as follows : 
The Committee met the 31ſt of January, 1782; the Preſi- 
dent, Dr. Blagden, and Mr. Planta, being preſent. And, hav- 
ing conſulted the entries in the minutes of Council concerning 
Mr. Keck's bequeſt for the appointment of a foreign Secretary, 
&c. they reſolved to propoſe the following plan; to wit, 

Iſt, That the foreign Secretary ſhall tranſmit to all foreigners, 
who may be elected into the Society, notice of their elections. 

2dly, That he return thanks for books, and all other preſents 

from foreigners, whenever ſuch thanks are ordered by the So- 
ciety; and that, for his information, the Clerk, under the in- 
ſpection of the ſenior Secretary, enter in a bock all the preſents 
rm to the Society; and that this book be laid before each 

ouncil, as a check for the regular performance of this duty. 
Zadly, That he anſwer all letters tranſmitted to the Society 
from foreigners, and alſo write ſuch other letters to foreigners as 
the Preſident and Council ſhall direct; and that he lay ſuch an- 
ſwers and letters before the Council for their approbation ; and 
that, on their being approved of, he enter them in a book to be 
provided for that purpoſe, and diſpatch the originals. 

Athly, That, on receiving papers in forcign languages, the 
Preſident, or Secretary, by his order, ſhall agree for tranſlations 
of them at the prices uſually given; and that the names of the 
perſons agreed with, and the prices, be reported to the Council 
for their approbation. | 
The Council agreed to the above report, and ordered, that it 
ſhould be communicated'to Dr. Hutton for his information. 

At a third meeting of the Council on the 21ſt of March, 1782, 
Dr. Hutton attended, and the foregoing articles relating to the 
duty of foreign Secretary were read to him. He then deſired to 
have ſome time allowed him to conſider, whether the place would 
be acceptable to him upon the conditions therein ſpecified, and 
allo to have a copy of the ſaid articles. And his requeſt was 


granted, 
"AY B And, 
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And, laſtly, at a fourth meeting of the Council on the 25 ch of 
April, 1782, Dr. Hutton attended, and ſignificd, “ That he ac- 
« cepted the office of Foreign Secretary, on the conditions pro- 
* poſed by the Council.” He thought, however, that the con- 
ditions were rather hard; and had endeavouted, but in vain, to 
prevail on the Council to make them better. 

From this time, therefore, April 25, 1782, we muſt conſider 
Dr. Hutton as being Foreign Secretary, with an obligation to 
perform only the proper and original duty of the faid office, as 
directed by Mr. Keck's will, to wit, the duty of carrying on the 
Society's foreign correſpondence, and no longer as tranſlator of the 
Society's foreign papers. 

It appears from this account of the proceedings of the Council 
of the Royal Society, in the beginning of the year, 1782, con- 
cerning this office of Foreign Secretary, that it had been repre- 
ſented to the Council, ſome time before the 24th of January in 
that year, “that the foreign correſpondence was not carried on 
with ſufficient punctuality.” This may be thought, at firſt 
ſight, to imply a charge of negligence upon Dr. Hutton, who 
was then the Foreign Secretary. But it muſt be remembered, 
that, when Dr. Hutton was appointed to that office in January, 
1779, he was informed by the Council, that, notwithſtanding 
the three firſt articles of the duty of the Foreign Secretary, as 
{tated in the paper then delivered to him related to the foreign cor- 
reſpondence, yet it was not expected that he ſhould perform them, 
but only that he ſhould perform the 4th article, which menti— 
oned the tranſlation of the foreign papers into Engliſh. And 
that this information was not given him haſtily or by miſtake, 
may be concluded from the ſubſequent behaviour of the Prefident 
and Council towards him with reſpect to this matter. For none 
of them ever once ſpoke to him about the foreign correſpondence, 
from January, 1779, to January, 1782, or gave him the leaſt rea- 
ſon to imagine, that they expected that he ſhould carry it on. 
Whatever negligencies therefore had happened upon that ſubject 
in thoſe three years, (if any ſuch did happen,) they have no re- 
lation to him; though afterwards, from the 25th. of April, 1782, 
it became the chief article of his duty. We mult therefore, on 
examining his conduct in this office of Foreign Secretary, attend 
to his manner of carrying, on the foreign correſpondence of the 
Society only, ſince the 25th of April, 1782. 

Though, by the change made in the duties of the office of Fo- 
reign Secretary, by the reſolution of the Preſident and Council in 
February, 1782, the tranſlation of foreign papers was no longer. 
required from that officer, yet there was nothing in that reſolu- 
tion that excluded the Foreign Secretary from being choſen by 
the Preſident and Council, from*time to time, to tranſlate ſome 
of thoſe papers for the Society for the ſame rewards, or 8 the 
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ſame prices, as any other perſons. And, as Dr. Hutton had 
been employed in tranſlating all thoſe papers for three years to- 
gether, for the inadequate reward of 201. a year, and many of 
his tranſlations had been very much approved of by perſons of 
good judgment, (as we have ſeen above ftom the teſtimony of 
Dr. Fordyce,) it ſeemed reaſonable that he ſhould ſtill be em- 
ployed in tranſlating ſome of thoſe papers, as far as his time and 
other employments would allow him; his ſkill in the ſubjects 
diſcuſſed in them would enable him to do them properly, and 
that he ſhould receive for ſo doing the ſums of money which it 
had been lately refolved in Council to pay for ſuch tranſlations; 
And Dr. Hutton would have been glad to have been fo employ- 
ed. But none of this buſineſs has ever been put into his beds, 
and moſt probably becauſe it was known that he would like it. 
For he has obſerved in the behaviour of the Preſident towards 
him, for four or five years paſt, a degree of coldneſs and diſguſt, 
which has been continually increaſing. Nor does he doubt but 
that the intention of the Prefident in procuring the change in the 
duties of the office of Foreign Secretary, to be made in the 
manner in which it was made in February, 1782, (by taking the 
buſineſs of tranſlating the foreign papers from that officer, and em- 
ploying other perſons, to be nominated by the Secretary with the 
conſent of the Preſident, to do it for ſums of money to be agreed 
for with the Prefident, inſtead of leaving it with the Foreign Se- 
cretary, and paying him the ſame ſums of money for doing it,) 
was to make him diſdain the office and reſign it in diſguſt, But 
in this he did not ſucceed. For, as we have ſeen above, the 
Doctor, (though he had always flattered himſelf that the buſineſs 
of tranſlating the foreign papers, or ſome of them, would have 
been left to him as Foreign Secretary, and that he ſhould have 
been paid the ſums which the Council ſhould think proper to al- 
low for making thoſe tranſlations,) did not think proper to reſign 
the office at that time, but, after taking ſome time to conſider 
whether he ſhould keep it or not, declared, on the 25th of April, 
1782, his reſolution to remain in it on the new terms, notwith- 
ſtanding his diſappointment, 

We muſt now, therefore, inquire how Dr. Hutton conducted 
himſelf in this office, after the 25th of April, 1782, when the 
duty of it was reduced to the management of the foreign cor- 
reſpondence of the Society, according to the original intention 
expreſſed in Mr, Keck's will. | = 

Now the duties of the office ſince that time have been fo very 
few and eaſy, that it was almoſt impoſſible for a man of Dr. 
Hutton's character for diligence to neglect them. They con- 
ſiſted, as we have ſeen, of three articles, namely, in the firſt 
may To give notice to foreigners of their being elected Fel- 
ow's of the Royal Society; and, ſecondly, To return thanks to 
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foreigners for books and other preſents received from them ; and, 

dly, To anſwer all letters ſent by ſoreigners to the Society, and 
fewite to write ſuch other letters to foreigners, as the Preſident 
and Council ſhall direct. And of theie articles, the ſecond 
(which occurred the moſt frequently) was made extremely eaſy 
by a reſolution of the Council of the Society, paſſed about ten 
years ago, © That in all the letters of thanks for foreign books, 
& no notice ſhould be taken of their contents or their merits, 
but that the Secretary ſhould ſimply acknowledge the Society's 
having received the book, and give their thanks for it to the 
„ perſon from whom it was received.” And, that this reſolu- 
tion might be the better obſerved, and the Society thereby avoid 
the inconveniences that might ariſe from their appearing to give 
any opinion concerning the books preſented to them, they direct- 
ed that theſe letters of thanks ſhould be ſent in printed copies of 
a certain form agreed on in the Council, with only the blanks 
that were left in them for the dates of the times of writing them, 
and the names of the books received, to be filled up by the Se- 
cretary who ſent them. 

The eaſy duties of this office, Dr. Hutton diſcharged regularly 
from April 25, 1782, to the 27th of November, 1783, when he 
reſigned it to the Socicty for a reaſon that will preſently be given. 
He regularly returned letters of thanks to all the ſoreigners who 
ſent the Society preſents, and he prepared anſwers to all the let- 
ters from foreigners to the Society, which were ever put into his 
hands by any other officer of the Society to be anſwered, and 
which indeed were but three; and he did every other piece of 
buſineſs, that occurred in the office, with punctuality. And, 
to the end that he might have frequent opportunities of receiving 
directions from the Preſident and the other Secretaries concerning 
the buſineſs they had for him tꝰ do, he uſed to come to town, at 
leaſt, once evcry fortnight from Woolwich Academy (which is 
his uſual place of reſidence,) to ſome chambers in Clement's- 
Inn, near Temple-bar, which he rented and kept for this very 
purpoſe; and he uſed, each time of coming, to ſtay in London 
two or three days, and attend the weekly meeting of the Soci- 
ety at Somerſet-place, where he was ſure to find both the Preti- 
dent and the two principal Secretaries. 

Wich this attention to the duties of his office, he had no reaſon 
to apprehend, that any one ſhould accuſe him of neglecting it. 
Yet on the 20th of laſt November, 1783, ſomething of this kind 
was attempted by Sir Jofeph Banks, the Preſident, He called a 
meeting of the Council of the Society on that day, and told 
them in a vague and general manner, “ That Dr. Hutton was 
e negligent in his manner of diſcharging the duties of his office, 
& and that he thought they would do well to remove him from 
i it, and give it to another perſon, who would pay more atten - 
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c“ tion to it.” Dr, Maſkelyne, the Aſtronomer Royal, was at 
this time (as he had been conſtantly for many years betore, and 
as he ought to be always,) a Member of the Council. He is a 
friend of Dr. Hutton, and well acquainted with his merit; and, 
amongſt many other good qualities, has always much admired 
him for his diligence. He was therefore greatly ſurprized that 
the Preſident ſhould inſinuate that he had been, in any degree, 
neglectful of the duties of his office, and ſaid he could hardly 
conceive it. He therefore deſired the Preſident to mention ſome 
particular inſtances of the Doctor's neglect of his duty, that he 
might communicate them to the Doctor, and that the Doctor 
might be heard in his own defence, in which caſe Dr. Maſ- 
kelyne ſaid, he did not doubt but that Dr. Hutton would be able 
to explain and juſtify theſe inſtances of ſuppoſed negligence to 
the perfect ſatisfaction of the Council. Dr. Maſkelyne was ſe- 
conded in this propoſal by the Reverend Mr. Maty, the Secre- 
tary of the Society, But the Preſident rejected it, and would 
neither mention any particular inſtance of Dr. Hutton's neglect 
of his duty, nor ſuffer him to be called before the Council and 
heard in his own defence. But, as he found the Council did 
not ſeem diſpoſed to concur with him in his propoſal of immedi- 
ately diſmiſſing Dr. Hutton from his office, he made another 
which he thought was more likely to meet with their concur- 
rence, and yet, he hoped, would ultimately produce the ſame 
effect. This ſecond propoſal was, that the Council ſhould re- 
ſolve, „That it would be for the benefit of the Society, that the 
« bulineſs of the Foreign Secretary ſhould be done by a perſon 
« conſtantly reſiding in London.“ 

This reſolution was accordingly put to the ballot, and was 
carried in the affirmative with = two diſlentient balls, which, 
it may be ſuppoſed, were thoſe of Dr. Maſkelyne and the Reve- 
rend Mr. Maty, the Secretary of the Society, who had, both of 
them, openly objected to the Preſident's firſt propoſal of diſ- 
miſſing Dr. Hutton from the faid office of Foreign Secretary ; 
for which oppoſition (it is worthy to be obſerved by the bye,) the 
Preſident took upon him to expreſs his diſpleaſure to Mr. Maty. 
This reſolution of the Council, was phony intended by moſt 
of the Members, (though two of them have ſince declared, that 
they did not mean it ſo,) to put Dr, Hutton under a neceflity 
of reſigning the ſaid office of Foreign Secretary; and one of 
them ſaid expreſsly in the Council-raom, “ That it would be 
letting Dr. Hutton down eaſy.“ And it did produce the ef- 
fect intended; but not with ſv much ſilence ard ſubmiſſion to the 
injuſtice of the meaſure, as the authors of it probably expected. 

When Dr. Hutton was made acquainted with this reſolution 
of the Preſident and Council, he conſidered it as a prelude to a 
filmiflion, it not being in his power to comply with the new 
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condition that ſeemed to be required from the perſon who ſhould 
hereafter hold the office, namely, © that of reſiding conſtantly 
in London.” He therefore, after conferring with a friend on 
the ſubject, determined to prevent the diſgrace of a formal dif. 
miſſion from the office, by an immediate reſignation of it. But, 
as he alſo conceived himſelf to have been very ill uſed by the 
Prefident in this tranſaction, he reſolved at the ſame time to 
make the reſignation to the Society at large at one of their weekly 
meetings, inſtead of reſigning it, in the uſual way, to the Pre- 
ſident and Corincil, by whom he had been appointed to it. His 
intention in thus reſigning it to the Society at large, was to 
make them acquainted with the ill treatment he had received, 
and to have an opportunity of juſtifying himſelf in their eyes 
from any ſuſpicions of his having neglected the duties of his ſaid 
office, which they might be induced to entertain, either in con- 
ſequence of the meaſure itſelf, which had been adopted in the 
Council to his prejudice, or from the vague and general, but ill- 
founded, inſinuations, which the Preſident had thrown out 
againſt him. He accordingly made this reſignation of the {aid 
office to the Society at large, on "Thurſday the 27th of laſt No- 
vember, 1783, at Somerſct-Place, in the following words ad- 
dreſſed to the Preſident ; 


« Mr. PRESIDENT, 


& I have now had the honour to ſerve the Royal Society, in 
the capacity of Foreign Secretary, for ſeveral years, having 
<< been elected to that office in the beginning of your own Pre- 
« fidency. And I ſhould #ill have no objection, but eſteem it 
* an honour to ferve the Society in any thing in which I can 
ever be uſeful. But, under ſtanding, Sir, that the circumſtance 
of my reſidence, tor a great part of my time, at the diſtance 
of nine miles from town, has occaſioned, or has been ima- 
s gined to have occaſioned, fome difficulty or inconveniences, 
„I therefore beg leave to return thanks for all favours, and to 
give notice, that I wiſh to reſign that office.“ 
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The next Monday was the 1{t of December, or the day aſter 
St. Andrew's day, November ze, (which fell this year on a 
Sunday,) and was the day on which the Society were to elect 
their new Council and their Preſident, and other annual officers. 
On theſe occations it has been cuſtomary for the Preſident, to 
prepare a liſt of perſons, whom he recommends to the Socicty, 
as fit to be choſen of the Council; and it has been almoſt 55 
generally the practice of the Society, to chuſe the Counſellors io 
recommended by the Preſident. So that the Preſident may truly 
be ſaid to poſſeſs in fact, though ut of right, the power of no- 
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minating the Members of the Council. B y virtue of this power, 
arifing from the inattention of the Society to the exerciſe of their 
rights on this occaſion, the Preſident has cauſed Dr. Maſkelyne, 
the Aſtronomer Royal, (but who preſumed to oppoſe him in 
his attempt to diſmiſs Dr. Hutton from his office without a hear- 
ing) to be excluded from the Council of the preſent year, 1784. 
And it is ſaid, there is a great dearth of ſkiil in the aſtronomical 
{ciences amongſt the Members of the preſent Council. But we 
muſt hope that the Society will pay more attention to this mat- 
ter on the zoth of next November! 

After Dr. Hutton's reſignation of the office of Foreign Secre- 
tary, in conſequence of the above-mentioned reſolution of the 
Council, and Dr. Maſkelyne's excluſion from the Council, (which 
was, in all appearance, owing to his having oppoſed the pro- 
ccedings of the Preſident in the Council againſt Dr. Hutton,) 
many Gentlemen of the Society thought it was neceſſary to bring 
the Preſident's violent and capricious conduct, in theſe and ſome 
other inſtances, before the Society at large; that the Societ 
might either be induced to take ſuch meaſures as would oblige 
him to act with more diſcretion and moderation for the future ; 
or, if that could not be brought about, that they might become 
ſenſible of the neceſſity there would be, in that caſe, of chuſing 
another Preſident. Mr. Poore, of Lincoln's-Inn, a very learn- 
ed and ingenious Barriſter at Law, and a very reſpectable Mem- 
ber of the Royal Society, was one of the 3 who en- 
tertained theſe ſentiments. And, as Dr. Hutton, by reſigning 
his office to the Society at large, had given them an opportu- 
nity of inquiring “ why he had reſigned it,” and, “ how he had 
done the duties of it while he held it,” Mr. Poore took advan- 
tage of this circumitance to turn the attention of the Society to 
this ſubject, by moving on "Thurſday, the 11th of December, 
1783, To give Dr. Hutton thanks for the ſervices he had 
done the Society in the ſaid office of their Foreign Secretary 
during the time he had held it.” He obſerved, that, as Dr. 
Hutton was a man of great eminence for learning and ability, 
and remarkable for an uncommon degree of diligence, he could 
not. but ſuppoſe that he had diſcharged this office in a very pro- 
per manner while he had held it, and had thereby done conſi- 
derable ſervice and honour to the Society ; for which he thought 
the Society ought to return him thanks. But his main object 
in making this propoſal was, to bring the whole ſtory of the re- 
ſignation of the office, and the cauſe of it, into diſcuſſion before 
the Society, that they might be made acquainted with all the 
circumſtances relating to them, and might, in confequence 
thereof, expreſs a proper degree of indignation at them. Mr. 
Poore's motion was ſeconded by Mr. Maty, the p and 
both he and Mr. Poore, expreſſed their concern, that the Ve 
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ſhould have thought fit to make a reſolution, that ſeemed to have 
no other object in view, but to compel Dr. Hutton to reſign his 
office of Foreign Secretary, (as he accordingly had ſince done,) 
and which therefore muſt be conſidered as equivalent to a diſ- 
miſſion of him from that office. They ſaid, they thought that 
ſuch a diſmiſſion was a very harſh meaſure towards Dr. Nn, 
as he had always done the duties of the office very diligently 
and punctually, both before and ſince the change made in them 
by the new regulation of the Preſident and Council in Febru- 
ary, 1782. And they obſerved, that one effect of this diſmiſ- 
fion would probably be to make the Society ſuppoſe, that Dr. 
Hutton had been guilty of ſome very culpable neglects of the 
duties of his ſaid office, that had induced the Preſident and Coun- 
cil to treat him with ſuch ſeverity; though this, in truth, was 
very far from being the caſe, and the Preſident, when deſired by 
Dr. Maſkelyne to mention ſome ſpecifick inſtances of the negli- 
gence which he had imputed to him in vague and general terms, 
had declined doing fo, and had refuſed to let Dr. Hutton be 
ſummoned before the Council, and heard in his own defence. 
This treatment, they ſaid, they thought very injurious to a man 
of Dr. Hutton's reſpectable character and great merit with the 
Society; and they preſumed the Society would be of the fame 
opinion. And therefore they propoſed, that the Society, in order 
to ſhew that they did not ſuppoſe him to have been negligent in 
diſcharging the duties of his ſaid office, notwithſtanding the 
treatment he had met with from the Preſident and the late Coun- 
cil, ſhould vote him their thanks for his ſervices in the ſaid office 
during the time he held it. 

This propoſal of returning thanks to Dr. Hutton, was not 
agreeahle to the Preſident; and he immediately objected to it 
upon the ground of the Society's being ignorant of Jr. Hutton's 
conduct in that office, and obſerved, that, if his conduct had 
been ever ſo punctual and meritorious in it, yet the Society at 
large did not Ant that it had been fo, and therefore could not 
with propriety vote him their thanks on that account. And he 
declared, that he, who did know what Dr. Hutton's conduct 
had been in that office, was of opinion, that he had neglected 
the duties of it. He therefore propoſed, that a Committee ſhould 
be appointed to inquire into his conduct in the ſaid office, before 
the Society proceeded to vote upon the propoſed motion of 
thanks. This propoſal of the Preſident was certainly a very pro- 

er one, and I wiſh it had been adopted. And the friends of 
Pr. Hutton, who ſpoke in that debate, did not refuſe, or decline 
it; though they expreſſed their ſurprize, that the Preſident ſhould 
not have ſpecified ſome inſtances of the negligence he had im- 
puted to Dr. Hutton, without which they thought a looſe and 


general charge of negligence ought to be conſidered as no charge 
at 
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at all. But the Preſident himſelf ſoon dropt all further mention 
of the propoſal he had made of appointing a Committee of In- 
quiry; and his friends endeavoured to prevent its taking place, 
and to ſtiflle all further diſcuſſion of the matter, by putting a pre- 
vious queſtion. concerning Mr. Poore's motion for returning 
Dr. Hutton thanks; to wit, Whether the ſaid main queſtion 
« of returning thanks ſhould be put to the vote, or not.” This 
previous queſtion was accordingly put, and ballotted for ; and 
it was carried in the affirmative, namely, That the main queſ- 
tion of returning thanks ſhould be put,” by thirty-three balls 
to twenty-eight: after which the main queſtion itſelf, © for re- 
turning thanks to Dr. Hutton,“ was likewiſe put and ballotted 
for, and was carried lixewiſe in the affirmative, by thirty-balls 
againſt twenty-five. Upon which the Preſident, ſomewhat againſt 
his inclination, returned Dr. Hutton thanks, in the name of the 
Society, for his good ſervices in the ſaid office of Foreign Secreta- 
ry, during the time that he had held it. And fo ended the debate 

at Somerſet-Place, on Thurſday, the 11th of December, 1783. 
Though the Preſident had declined mentioning di/tinfly and 
intelligibly to the Society, any particular inſtances of Dr. Hut- 
ton's neglect in the diſcharge of the duties of his ſaid office of 
Foreign Secretary, yet he had thrown out ſomething about three 
letters that had remained unanſwered, but without ſaying from 
whom they had been received, or what they contained, or how 
long they had remained unanſwered, or whether they required 
any anſwer; ſo that nobody could rightly underſtand what the 
charge meant. Dr. Hutton, however, was unwilling that any 
ſuſpicion ſhould remain on the mind of any Member of the So- 
ciety, to the prejudice of his character, in conſequence of this 
charge, looſe and unintelligible as it was; and theretore he de- 
termined both to explain it and refute it. With this view he im- 
mediately drew up a written defence of his conduct, in which he 
explained the whole ſtory of thoſe three letters, and gave a clear 
and diſtict account of the manner in which he had diſcharged all 
the duties of his late office, all the time he had held it, and more 
eſpecially ſince the new regulation of the duties of it in Febru- 
ary, 1782. Now it appears from this defence, that the three 
letters in queſtion, were all the letters that were ever put into 
his hands, for him to write anſwers to, by any officer of the So- 
ciety, during the whole time he had held the office; and they 
were given him by the Clerk of the Society, who faid he had 
had them from the Secretary to deliver to him. Of theſe three 
letters, the firſt two were given him at the ſame time, being, as 
it were, but one letter ; for they were both written by the ſame 
party at the ſame time, namely, by the Preſident or Secretary of 
Harvard College, at Cambridge, near Boſton, in New England. 
The firſt of them was only to 18 thanks to the Royal l 
Or 
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for a preſent of Dr. Maſkelyne's (the Aſtronomer Royal's) print- 


ed book of obſervations, and conſequently ſeemed to require little 
or no anſwer, being itſelf an anſwer to the Society's preient ; and 
the other was, to announce to the Royal Socicty, a paper of 
aſtronomical obſervations, which were ſent with it from that 
college to the Society. Now, as the firſt of theſe letters could 
require little or no anſwer, for the reaſon that has been juſt men- 
tioned, Dr, Hutton delayed anſwering them both, till the paper 
of aſtronomical obſervations, that had been ſent from New Eng- 
land, ſhould have been communicated to the Society and read at 
their meeting, and afterwards have been either ordered by the 
Council, in their capacity of a Committee of Papers, to be 
printed in the Philoſophical Pranſactions, or not to be printed; 
to the end that he might be able to inform the ſaid College in 
New England, concerning the fate of their ſaid paper of obſer- 
vations, namely, whether it was to be printed in the Tranſac- 
tions, or not. This delay Dr. Hutton knew was not likely to 
prove a long one; and he thought the foregoing reaſon for it 
would be allowed by every body to be a good one for making it ; 
ſince it was natural to ſuppoſe, that the people of Harvard 
College would be glad to hear, whether their paper was to be 
publiſhed in the Philoſophical TranſaRtions, or not. And, that 
this delay might be as ſhort as poſſible, Dr. Hutton often aſked 
Dr. Maſkelyne, (who was at that time a Member of the Coun- 
cil) whether or no, the ſaid paper had paſſed the Council; and, 
as ſoon as ke was told that it had paſſed it, and as he had pro- 
vided the means of ſending his anſwer to the College in New 
England, through the hands of a friend at New-York, (for, as 
we were then at war wich the provinces of North America, it 
was not always practicable to find a channel of communication 
with New England;) he prepared his anſwer to the ſaid two 
letters, and ſent it (together with the two letters themſelves, to 
which it was an anſwer,) by the Clerk of the Society, to be laid 
before the Council for their approbation. The Clerk accord- 
ingly delivered it to Mr. lanta, (the Secretary of the Society) 
for that purpoſe. But Mr. Planta did not lay it before the Coun- 
cil, but returned it to the Clerk to give it back to Dr. Hutton, 
ſaying, „That it did not ſignify then, as he himſelf had an- 
fwered thoſe two letters from New England already.” The 
delzy of this anſwer was but ſhort ; and the reaſon for it, here 
given, will, I e be generally allowed to be ſufficient to 
account for and excuſe it. | | 
The third letter above-mentioned, which the Prefident inſi- 
nuated, that Dr. Hutton had neglected to anſwer, was likewiſe 
put into his hands by the Clerk of the Society, who ſaid he had 
it from the Secretary to deliver to him. When the Clerk gave 
it him, Dr, Hutton aſked him, “If he knew for what 8 
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« that letter was delivered to him, as it was only a letter to an- 
« nounce a preſent made by a Mr. Gul, or ſome ſuch name; to 
« the Royal Society, and ſeemed therefore to require only a 
common letter of thanks for the preſent it accompanied, agree- 
« ably to the ſecond article of the duty of the Foreign Secretary, 
« as ſettled by the reſolution of Council in February, 1782.” 
The Clerk anſwered. "That he could not inform him for what 
« purpoſe that letter was ordered to be delivered to him; for 
« that he was only told to deliver it to him.” Dr. Hutton then 
aſked Mr. Planta, the Secretary, about it, and he informed him, 
« That it only required a common letter of thanks for the pre- 
« ſent that came with it:“ which letter of thanks Dr. Hutton 
accordingly wrote without delay, and ſent away to the giver of 
the preſent, in the ſame manner as all the other letters of thanks 
for preſents made to the Society. 

This letter, being a mere letter of thanks in the common form, 
was evidently not of a nature to be entered in the book, which, 
(according to the third article of the duty of the Foreign Secre= 
tary, as ſettled by the Council in February, 1782,) was to be 
provided for the purpoſe of entering ſuch anſwers and other letters 
to foreigners, as had been laid before the Council for their approba- 
tion, and had been approved of by them. 

From this account of theſe three letters, and Dr. Hutton's 
conduct with reſpect to them, it is plain that his anſwers could 
not, and ought not to, have been entered in the aforeſaid letter- 
book ; and conſequently that their not being found there, was no 
proof of Dr. Hutton's neglect of his duty, as the Preſident, or 
ſome of his friends, thought ft to inſinuate, though they either 
knew, or ought to have known, the contrary. 

Theſe three letters were the only three letters that were ever 
put into Dr. Hutton's hands by the other officers of the Society, 
to be anſwered by him, during the whole period from February, 
1782, to the time of his reſigning his office, November 27, 1783. 
His conduct therefore, with reſpect to writing anſwers to letters 
received from foreigners, was perfectly regular and irreproach- 
able. 

Soon after the debate at Somerſet-Place, on Thurſday, the 
11th of December, 1783, in which Mr. Poore's motion, © for a 
&« vote of thanks to Dr. Hutton for his ſervices in his late office,” 
had been carried, the Preſident ſummoned a meeting of the 
Council for the Wedneſday following, that is, for Decen ber 17, 
1783. This Council accordingly met on that day, but without 
ſufficient legal authority to do ny act as a Council, becauic no 
ſummons had been ſent to Mr. Brander, one of the Members 
of it; the charter of the Cy expreſsly directing, that in all 
extraordinary Meetings of the ouncil, (ſuch as this was) every 
Member of it ſhall be ſummoned; the words of the charter being 
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as follows, to wit, Premiſſa ſemper in conventibus extra-ordinariis 
OMNIUM membrorum Concilii prædicti debitd, ſeu legitima, ſumms- 
nitione vel citatione. See the quarto book of the Charters of the 
Society, publiſhed in 1775, page 34. The reaſon why no ſum- 
mons was ſent to Mr. "hed 3 is ſaid to have been, becauſe he 
was out of town, and the Preſident did not know where he lived 
in the _—_y though he had, a few days before, recommended 
him to the Society for a Member of the Council, and he had 
been choſen accordingly. It is, however, agreed, (whatever 
may have been the reaſon of it) that no ſummons to attend this 
Council was ſent to him; and conſequently the meeting of the 
Council was irregular, and all their acts invalid, 

Dr. Hutton, hearing that the Preſident had ſummoned this 
extraordinary Meeting of the new Council, laid before them 
the written defence of his conduct in his late office, which he 
had drawn up a few days before, in conſequence of the Preſi- 
dent's infinuations on the proceeding on Thurſday, December 13, 
that he had neglected the duties of it. He flattered himſelf, that 
the peruſal of this defence, (the truth of which, he knew, could 
not be denied) would ſatisfy them, that thoſe inſinuations were 
perfectly groundleſs ; and he then hoped, that they might be in- 
duced to reſcind the reſolutions paſſed on the 20th of November, 
1783, in the laſt Council, requiring the Foreign Secretary to 
reſide conſtantly in London; which had been evidently paſſed 
with a deſign to oblige him to reſign his office, and which, in 
fact, had obliged him to reſign it: and, when this reſolution ws 
thus reſcinded, he further hoped that they would re-appoint him 
to the ſaid office. Or, if he did not expect all theſe effects from 
the communication of his ſaid defence, he thought at leaſt, that 
in juſtice they ought to follow from it. But the Members ot 
Council aſſembled at this meeting, did not anſwer theſe hopes 
and opinions. For they paſſed a reſolution to confirm that of 
the former Council of the 20th of November, 1783, which had 
been the cauſe of his reſigning his aforcſaid office. 

The ſubſtance of this written defence, ſo far as it relates to 
the three letters above-mentioned, to which the Preſident had 
inſinuated, that Dr. Hutton had neglected to write anſwers, has 
been already mentioned. But the defence itſelf, as delivered in 
on the 17th of December, 1783, to this meeting of Members of 
the Council, with reſpect to Br. Hutton's conduct in the ſaid 
office, ſince the new ſettlement of the duties of it in February, 
1782, was as follows: 
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Dr. Hurrox' Defence of his Conduct in the Office of Fo- 
reign Secretary to the Royal Society, againſt ſome Inſiuua- 


tions thrown out concerning it by Sir Jostrn Banks, 
the Preſident of the Society. 


AS to the duties of the ſecond agreement made in February, 
1782, I have regularly fulfilled them all, as far as any occaſion 
was ever offered, by returning thanks for all foreign preſents re- 
ceived, and preparing anſwers to all the letters I ever received, 
and ſending them to be laid before the Council, according to the 
3d Article of the Agreement. And the reaſon why no anſwers 
are entered in a book, as they are required to be by that article, 
is as follows. In the firſt place then, I never received any more 
than three letters : I know of no others. And theſe were given 
to me by the Clerk, who ſaid he had them from the Secretary to 
deliver to me. Nov the firſt two of theſe three letters were given 
to me at the ſame time, being, as it were, but one letter, written 
at the ſame time by the ſame party. It was from the College at 
Cambridge in the American States, conſiſting of two parts; the 


one part was only to return thanks, to the Royal Society for a 


preſent of the Aſtronomer Royal's printed book of Obſervations; 
and the other part was to announce a paper of Aſtronomical Ob- 
ſervations ſent at the ſame time from the College to the Society. 
Now, as the firſt of theſe two parts could require little, or no 
anſwer, I delayed anſwering them till the paper of Obſervations 
ſhould paſs the Society and Council, that I might be able to in- 
form the College concerning the fate of it, whether it was to be 
printed, or not; and | aſked Dr. Maikelyne from time to time, 
if it had paſſed the Council; which as ſoon as I knew of, and 
had provided the means of tranſmitting my anſwer to the College, 
through the hands of a friend at New-York, (for we were then 
at war with America) I prepared my anſwer, and ſent it by the 
Clerk to be laid before the Council tor their approbation, toge- 
ther with the original letter to which it was an anſwer, The 
Clerk accordingly delivered it for that purpoſe to Mr. Planta in 
Council; but Mr. Planta, without laying it before the Council, 
returned it to the Clerk to give it me back again, ſaying, © that 
« it did not ſignify now, as he himſelf had anſwered it.“ So much 
then for the anſwer to the twin letter. The only other letter 
that ever was delivered to me, was alſo through the Clerk, who 
ſaid he had it from the Secretary to give to me. I aſked the 
Clerk, „ if he knew for what purpoſe it was delivered to me, as 
eit was only a letter to announce a preſent (from a Mr. Gal, 
« or ſome ſuch name) ſent to the Society, and ſeemed to require 


only a common letter of thanks, as in the 2d Article of the 
| « Apree- 
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« Agreement: but he ſaid, © he knew not, as he was only told 
« to deliver it to me.” I then aſked Mr. Planta about it: and he 
informed me © that it only required a common letter of thanks 
& for the preſent which came with it.” Which letter of thanks 
I accordingly wrote, and ſent, in like manner as all the reſt, and 
which therefore was not a letter to be entered in a book, accord- 
ing to the 3d Article of the Agreement. Hence then it appears, 
that no anſwers to theſe letters can have been entered in a book, 
agreeably to the ſaid 3d Article; fince only one of them, namely, 
the twin letter, required an anſwer that ought to have been there- 
in entered; and the anſwer I had prepared to that letter, and had 
delivered in, through the Clerk, to Mr. Planta, the Secretary, to 
be laid before the Council, was never laid before them. 

But, if even ſomething of this kind had been the caſe ;—if I had 
been dilatory in ſome part, or if I had delayed, or neglected ſome 
anſwers to letters ;—might I not have expected to have been re- 
minded of it by the Preſident, or by ſome perſon for him, to have 
quickened my application, or to have given me occaſion to clear 
up the matter, that there might be no miſunderſtanding, before 
a vote of cenſure ſhould be paſt on me, amounting to a Nilcharge 
from my office, unheard, and without the knowledge of any ſuſ- 
picion of any neglect, or offence given ?—And for this purpoſe 
the Preſident had opportunities enow given him to ſpeak to me 
about that, or any other buſineſs, as I purpoſely have conſtantly 
attended, at leaſt, every other public meeting of the Society, and 
very often every meeting, to the great neglect of my many other 
literary purſuits. And theſe frequent attendances in London, 
(where I have commonly remained for three days each time | 
came,) have obliged me to keep apartments in town, the ex- 
pences of which have always amounted to more than double the 
ſalary I received for the diſcharge of the office. But, notwith- 
Ranking all theſe opportunities, yet, ſince the laſt agreement in 
February, 1782, the Prefident has never once opened his mouth 
to me on the ſubject of my office, nor ever ſent me any meſſage 
concerning it whatever, 


Dec. 16, 1783. 


From the foregoing defence of Dr. Hutton's conduct three 
concluſions ſeem clearly to follow; to wit, 1ſt, That he diſ- 
charged the duties of it very diligently and punctually; which, 
indeed, ſince the laſt ſettlement of them in February, 1782, have 
been very eaſy, and ſuch as almoſt any man, of much leſs dili- 
gence than Dr. Hutton, might diſcharge, and, probably, would 
diſcharge with punctuality. And, 2dly, That his refidence out 
of town at Woolwich Academy was not the ſmalleſt impediment 
to his diſcharging them properly ; and, conſequently, that the 
reſolution of Council propefed by the Preſident, and paſſed on me 
20 
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20th of Nov. 1783, concerning the benefit which the Society 
would receive from the Foreign Secretary's reſiding conſtantly in 
London, was made unneceſſarily, and without any juſt foundation, 
and was calculated merely to deprive Dr. Hutton ot his office : and, 

dly, That the Preſident, from ſome other motive than a deſire of 
boring the buſineſs of the office of Foreign Secretary diſcharged 
with punctuality, was deſirous of getting Dr. Hutton removed 
from the ſaid office. For otherwiſe he would have taken ſome 
opportunity in the courſe of the regular attendances of Dr. Hut- 
ton once a fortnight, or oftener, at the meetings of the Society, 
to have mentioned to him the delays he had obſerved him to 
make, (if he had made any) in anſwering foreign letters, or in 
diſcharging the other duties of his office, and to defire he would 
be more diligent and punctual for the future; and not have con- 
tinued all the while in a ſtate of hoſtile and infidious filence upon 
this ſubject, as if he was watching for an opportunity of catching 
him in ſome fault, or neglect of the duties of his office, in order 
to procure his diſmiſſion from it. It appears, however, that the 
Doctor's habitual diligence in diſcharging all theſe duties diſap- 
pointed theſe expectations of the Preſident, and afforded him no 
ſuch opportunity. 

It will, doubtleſs, appear ſtrange to many of my readers, that 
after the foregoing Defence of Dr. Hutton's conduct had been 
laid, on the 17th of December, 1783, before the new Council 
of the Society, they ſhould, nevertheleſs, have thought fit to ap- 
prove and confirm the reſolution of the former Council, paſted 
on the 20th of November, 1783, concerning the reſidence of 
the Foreign Secretary in London, which occaſioned Dr. Hut- 
ton's reſignation. But it mult be recollected, that eleven of the 
twenty-one members of this new Council had been members of 
the former one, and that the other ten had been choſen members 
of it merely in conſequence of the Preſident's recommendation, 
according to the cuſtomary, confidential, ſhall I call it? or negli- 
gent and ſupine, practice of the Society in their annual elections; 
and therefore might feel themſelves under a fort of obligation, or 
a ſtrong inclination at leaſt, from gratitude to the author of their 
diſtinction, to comply with his wiſhes, 

But, though the new Council ſhewed this diſregard for Dr. 
Hutton's Defence, he hoped it would meet with a better fate 
from the candour of the Socicty at large, to whom he reſolved 
to have it preſented. Accordingly at the meeting of the Society 
at Somerſet-Place, on Thurſday evening the 18th of December, 
1783, Dr. Horſley informed the Society, that Dr. Hutton had 
been uneaſy at ſome vague charges, or rather inſinuations, that 
had been thrown out againſt him by the Preſident, at the pre- 
ceding meeting of the Society, with reſpect to his conduct in his 
late office of Foreign Secrctary, and particularly _ 
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letters which he had neglected to anſwer ; — and that, as he wiſh- 
ed to clear himſelf in the opinion of the fellows of the Royal 
Society from this undeſerved imputation, he had drawn up a de- 
fence of his conduct in the ſaid office in writing, which, he truſted, 
would prove fully ſatisfactory to the Society, though it had not 
had the good fortune to make any great impreſſion on the Coun- 
cil, to whom it had been already preſented, but who, notwith- 
ſtanding, had paſſed a vote of approbation and confirmation of 
the reſolution of the former Council on the 2oth of November, 
1783, concerning the Foreign Secretary's reſidence in London, 
which had been the cauſe of Dr. Hutton's reſignation. Dr. 
Horſley therefore moved, that the ſaid written defence of Dr. Hut- 
ton's conduct ſhould be immediately read to the Society by one 
of their Secretaries: and Dr. Maſkelyne (who had accidentally 
been abſent at the former meeting, when the vote of thanks had 
been carried for Dr. Hutton) came forward with great ſpirit, and 
{econded it, and at the ſame time informed the Society, that in 
the former Council, (of which he had been a member) he had 
moved to have Dr. Hutton heard in his own defence againſt the 
general charges of negligence in his office, which the Prefident 
had thrown out againſt him, before he was diſmiſſed ; but had heen 
refuſed, He therefore hoped that the Society would not now re- 
fuſe Dr. Hutton this opportunity of vindicating his conduct be- 
fore them, by communicating to them his written defence. This 
motion being not much objected to, the above-recited written 
defence of Dr. Hutton's conduct was read to the Society by 
Mr. Maty, the Secretary. And then, as nobody denied the truth 
of the facts ſtated in the ſaid defence, or alledged any other ob- 
jection to Dr. Hutton's conduct in the ſaid office of Foreign 
Secretary, Governor Pownall moved the following reſolution, to 
wit, “ That, if any imputations of neglect of his duty in the office 
of Secretary to the Royal Society for their foreign correſpon- 
« dence, have been caſt by any perſon on Dr. Hutton, it is the 
« ſenſe of the Society that thoſe imputations are entirely effaced, 
and Dr. Hutton's conduct in that office perfectly cleared, and 
<« ſhewn to be free from blame, by his written defence, and by 
« what has been teſtified in the courſe of the debate concerning 
„it.“ This reſolution was put hypothetically, or with an ½ 
becauſe the Preſident ſeemed ſometimes to ſay that he had not 
thrown any imputation on Dr. Hutton's conduct, though in the 
former debate he had expreſsly declared that he thought his con- 
duct cenſurable, and had propoſed at firſt, — he afterwards 
dropped the propoſal) that the Society ſhould appoint a Committee 
to inquire into his conduct in the ſaid office, 

This queſtion was ſeconded by Mr. Glenie, and, after ſome 
little debating, was put to the ballot, and carried in Dr, Hutton's 
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favour by forty- nine balls to fifteen. And ſo the buſineſs of the 
evening of the 18th of December, 1783, concluded. 

The only objection that the Preſident had hitherto thrown out 
againſt Dr. Hutton's conduct in his late office of Foreign Secre- 
tary, was the ſuppoſed neglect of anſwering the three letters 
above-mentioned ; which objection we have ſeen to have been 
fully refuted by Dr. Hutton's written defence. The Preſident, 
therefore, in a meeting of about hfty fellows of the Royal 
Society, whom he — 2 as moſt in his intereſt, and whom 
he aſſembled at his houſe in Soho-ſquare on (I think) the firſt 
day of January, 1784, thought fit to ſtrengthen his accu- 
ſation of Dr. Hutton by the mention of another charge. He ſaid 
that Mr. Bonnet, of Geneva, a very eminent writer on metaphy- 
ſical ſubjects, and likewiſe on Natural Hiſtory, had ſome time 
ago meds the Royal Society a preſent of a compleat ſet of all 
his works, and had e a polite and reſpectful acknowledge- 
ment on that account from the Society ; but that he had com- 
plained to his friends in England, in ſome letters they had lately. 
received from him, that, inſtead of ſuch a polite and reſpectful 
acknowledgement, he had received from Dr, Hutton a ſhort let- 
ter of thanks, in a very dry ſtyle, that had quite ſurprized and 
diſappointed him: from which the Preſident wiſhed his audience 
to conclude, that Dr. Hutton was not a fit perſon to he Foreign 
decretary to the Society, and to carry on a correſpondence with 
polite and learned foreigners. This was the Preſident's new 
charge againſt Dr. Hutton; and the fact ſtated in it is true, 
Dr. Hutton did write Mr. Bonnet only a ſhort and dry letter of 
thanks for his preſent, as the Preſident ſtated ; and Mr. Bonnet 
may have complained of it. But in writing ſuch a ſhort and dry 
letter, he obeyed the order of the Council of the Society made 
about ten years ago, (and which has been already mentioned) by 
which it was reſolved, that all letters written in acknowledge- 
ment of the receipt of books preſented to the Society, ſhould be 
written according to a certain printed form, and ſhould contain 
nothing more than the name of the book, and the time when it 
was received, with the thanks of 'the Society for the preſent. 
And this order of the Council, (in obedience to which Dr. Hut- 
ton acted) either was known, or gt to have been known, to the 
Preſident. And, if it was known to him, what muſt impartial 
p:ople think of the Preſident's conduct, in thus bringing a charge 
of negligence againſt Dr. Hutton for having acted in conformity 
ta an expreſs, and a very modern, order of the Council ? 

This anſwer to the Preſident's new objection about the dry 
letter to Mr, Bonnet, was given publickly before the Society at 
large by Dr. Horſley, at the weekly meeting of the Society on 
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When Dr. Hutton's conduct in the office of Foreign Secretary 
to the Royal Society had thus been compleatly and publickly vin- 
dicated from the charges thrown out againſt it, his friends thought 
it a pi-ce of juſtice due to him, to endeavour to procure his reſto- 
ration to the ſeid office. "They therefore reſolved to bring on he- 
fore the Society at large, (who had expreſſed their approbation of 
Dr. Hutton's conduct in the ſaid office, by the vote which they 
had paſſed in his favour on the 18th of December, 1783, by 49 
balls againſt 15) a motion for recommending it to the Freſident 
and Council to reſcind the reſolution that had been made by the 
late Council on the 20th of laſt November, about the reſidence 
of the Foreign Secretary in London, (which had produced, and 
probably been intended to produce, Dr, Hutton's reſignation of 
the office) and to reſtore Dr. Hutton to the ſaid office. This 
motion was accordingly made by Mr. Baron Maſeres, on the 12th 
day of February, 1784, and was ſeconded by Dr. Horſley, and 
ſupported in debate by ſeveral other gentlemen, and at laſt put to 
the ballot z when there were found to be 47 balls in favour of it, 
but 85 balls againlt it, there being preſent at the Society on that 
occalion 58 members more than had been preſent at the former 
meeting on the 18th of December, when the queſtion of appro- 
bation of Dr. Hutton's conduct had been carried by 49 balls 
againſt 15. And it was obſerved, that moſt of this additioual 
number of fellows of the Society, who came to ſupport the Pre- 
ſident (as it was called) on this occaſion, were ſuch perſons 2 
very ſeldom thought fit to honour the Society's meetings with 
their pieſence. | 

In the courſe of this debate Mr. Anguiſh, the Accountant- 
General of the Court of Chancery, and who is likewiſe one of the 
Commiltoners of the Publick Accounts, ſeemed uncummony 
anxious to ſupport and juſtify the Preſident's conduct in this bu- 
ſineſs, and for that purpoſe to find out ſome neglect in Dr. 
Hutton's manner of diſcharging the duties of his late office, 
which might give a colour of juſtice to the late harſh treatment 
of him. And with this view he mentioned to the Society fifteen 
letters of thanks for preſents made to the Society, which Dr. 
Hutton, he ſaid, had written all at once to the ſeveral perſons from 
wiom the preſents had been received, inſtead of writing them at 
difterent times, immediately after the receipt of the ſeveral pre- 
ſents reſpectively. Now as to theſe letters of thanks, Dr. Hutton 
ſays that he believes it may be true that they were anſwered all at 
once. But no blame belongs to him on this account, For the 
manner of doing this buſineis was for him to look, from time to 
time, into a certain book in which the Clerk of the Society enters 
the minutes of the preſents received from abroad, and from thence 
to extract the titles of the donors, and their places of abode, and 
the proper manner of direCting letters to them, and then to 2 
them 
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them the letters of thanks. And Dr. Hutton did accordingly 
examine this minute-book from time to time, and did imme=- 
diately make and ſend away letters of thanks to the donors for all 
the preſents he had found to be therein entered, whether many or 
few : ſo that, if there were fifteen letters ſent away all at the fame 
time, it was becauſe he found the preſents that occaſioned them 
all entered in the ſaid book at the ſame time. And thus it ap— 
pears that Dr. Hutton is innocent of this fifth and laſt charge, 
(which Mr. Anguiſh laboured fo much to enforce againſt him,) 
as well as of all the preceeding ones. 

This being the caſe, it remains only to explain (if poſſible,) 
to 2 readers, how it ſhould come to paſs, that the Preſident of 
the Society ſhould have taken ſuch a ſtrange pique againſt a man 
of Dr. Hutton's diſtinguithed merit and character, and who had 
always punctually diſcharged the duties of his office. Dr. Hut- 
ton knows only of two things in his conduct, (and both per- 
ſectly innocent, and in the opinion of moſt people, I believe, 
meritorious, ), that can have given riſe to this diſlike. "The firſt 
is, his having been honoured with the eſteem and friendſhip 
of our late worthy Preſident, Sir John Pringle, which he ob- 
tained at firſt by means of the excellent paper he wrote concern- 
ing his experiments on the force of fired gunpowder, and which 
he ever after took care to maintain, and cultivate, to the end of 
Sir John Pringle's life;” and the ſecond is, © his having ne- 
glected to attend the Preſident at the public breakfaſts he gives 
to ſeveral Members of the Royal Society, at his houſe in Soho- 
Square.” This neglect he ſuppoſes to be the foundation of a 
complaint that has been made by the Preſident, ** of his having 
been deficient in perſonal reſpect towards him,“ as he is not 
conſcious of any other failure that could bear that conſtruction. 
But this attendance at the Preſident's public breakfaſts, Dr. Hut- 
ton cannot conſider as a duty of the office of Foreign Secretary; 
though he acknowledges, that it is fit he ſhould often be at hand 
to receive the directions of the Preſident and Council, concern- 
ing the buſineſs of it, and he accordingly uſed regularly to come 
to town for that very purpoſe, and attend the weekly meetings 
of the Society, at leaſt, once a fortnight, and upon thoſe occa- 
ſions to ſtay three or four days in town, during which time he 
was always ready either to receive the directions of the Preſident 
and Council, at the Society's apartments at Somerſet-Place, or 
to attend the Preſident at his own houſe, whenever he ſhould 
pleaſe to ſend for him. But we have ſeen above, in Dr. Hut- 
ton's defence, page 21, that, notwithſtanding all theſe oppor- 
tunities, yet ſince the laſt ſettlement of the duties of the office, 
in February, 1782, the Preſident has never opened his mouth to 
Dr. Hutton on the ſubje& of his office, nor ever ſent him any 
meſlage concerning it whatever. 
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If there is any other cauſe, beſides the two above-mentioned? 
for the Preſident's ſtrange diſlike of Dr. Hutton (whom he ought 
rather to cheriſh and be proud of, as an ornament to the Society 
he preſides over,) it is the uprightneſs and impartiality of Dr. 
Hutton, in diſcharging his duty as a Member of the Council 
during the firſt two years of Sir Joſeph Banks's Preſidency, or 
in the years 1779 and 1580. For he was then a Member of the 
Council, and uſed to deliver his opinion upon the ſubjects which 
came before the Council for their determination, (as, for exam- 
ple, upon the merits of papers that had been read before the 
Royal Society, and the expedience of printing them in the Phi- 
loſophical Tranſactions,) with freedom and firmneſs, (though 
always with decency and good manners,) inſtead of echoing 
and confirming the opinion thrown out by the Preſident, which 
the Preſident it ſeemed always expected and thought his due. 
Theſe inſtances of freedom of ſpirit, (though EI neceſlary 
to the faithful diſcharge of his duty as an honeſt Counſellor,) the 
Preſident conſidered as ſo many acts of rebellion, or crimina læſæ 
maje/tatis, and, in conſequence of the Doctor's perſeverance in the 
commiſlion of them, reſolved to get rid of him as a Counſellor, 
and accordingly procured him to be left out of the Councils for 
the years 1781, 1782, 1783, and the year 1784, as he has lately 
cauſed Dr. Maſkelyne, the Aſtronomer Royal, to be alſo left out 
of the preſent Council for the year 1784, for a ſimilar offence ; 
namely, for having oppoſed the diſmiſſion of Dr. Hutton from 
his late office of 83 Secretary of the Society, without a 
charge and without a hearing. And it is poſſible, that the Pre- 
ſident's indignation againſt Dr. Hutton on this account, may not 
have been ſatisfied with his removal from the Council (of which 
he was fo able and honeſt a Member, ) but may have co-operated 
with the two former grounds of the Preſident's diſguſt againſt 
him, in producing his late capricious and unjuſt removal from 
the office of Foreign Secretary. 

' Theſe are the beſt conjectures I can form, (from converſing 
with Dr. Hutton, and other Gentlemen, upon the ſubje&,) con- 
cerning the motives of the Preſident's diſlike to Dr. Hutton, 
They are, however, but conjectures ; and every reader will judge 
for himſelf of the degree of their probability. But, as to the 
facts that have been above related, I believe them to be indiſpu- 
tably and exactly true. 

Havin thus ſet forth, at, I am ſenſible, a tedious length, the 
whole hiſtory of this diſmiſſion of Dr, Hutton (for ſo it muſt be 
called) from his late office of Foreign Secretary to the Society, 
will now beg leave to recapitulate the principal parts of it, in 
as few words as poſſible, that the reader may ſee the whole in oue 
ſhort and general view, PAY OY 
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It appears then, that the office of Foreign Sccretary to the 
Royal Society, is an office created by the will cf a Mr, et 
Keck, who died in the year 1727, and left 201. a year to be given 
to ſome Fellow of the Royal Society, as a reward for carrying 
on the correſpondence of the Society with learned forcigners ; 
and that the perſon who ſhould carry on this correſpondence, was 
to be a Member of, and appointed by, the Society. 

It appears, 2dly, That, notwithſtanding the whole Society 
have, according to Mr. Keck's will, the right of appointing this 
Foreign Secretary; they have, nevertheleſs, always permitted 
this right to be exerciſed by the Preſident and Council only. 

It appears, 3dly, That, though the original and proper duty 
of the Foreign Secretary, according to the words of Mr. Keck's 
will, was to carry on the correſpondence of the Society with fo- 
reigners, the Preſident and Council have, at ſome times, ſuper- 
added to this duty, the much more laborious buſineſs, of tranſ- 
lating into Engliſh all the papers preſented to the Society that 
were written in any other language, thoſe written in Latin not 
excepted. 

And, Athly, That this laſt duty was required of the Foreign 
Secretary in December 1778, and January, 1779, when the office 
was beſtowed by the Preſident and Council on Dr. Hutton; and 
that from that time to February, 1782, this was the only duty 
done by, or required from, Dr. Hutton in the ſaid office of Fo- 
reign — the original duty of carrying on the foreign 
correſpondence being done by the other Secretaries. 

And, 5thly, It appears that in January, 1779, when this office 
was beſtowed on Dr. Hutton, it was the declared opinion of the 
Preſident and Council, that the ſalary of 201. a year, was much 
too ſmall a reward fer the labour of tranſlating all the foreign 
papers into Engliſh, which was then the duty of the Foreign 
Secretary. | 

And, 6thly, That, notwithſtanding this declared opinion of 
the Preſident and Council, Dr. Hutton never received any other 
reward for his labour in diſcharging this duty of tranſlating the 
foreign papers, but the ſaid ſalary of 201. a year, during the 
three years that he performed this duty, or from January, 1779, 
to February, 1782. f 

And, 7thly, It appears that in February, 1782, the duties of 
the office of Foreign Secretary were taken into conſideration by 
the Preſident and Council, and ſettled anew; and it was then 
determined by them, that the buſineſs of tranſlating the foreign 
papers ſhould no longer belong to the ſaid office, but that the 
faid tranſlations ſhould be made by ſuch perſons as the principal 
Secretaries of the Society, under the direction of the Preſident, 
ſhould agree with for that purpoſe, at certain prices to be paid 


to the ſaid perſons for their labour, out of the ſtock of the So- 
clety, 


E 
ciety, which ſhould be agreed on between them and the Preſi- 
dent; and that from that time forwards, the duty of the Foreign 
Secretary ſhould be the ſame as it had been originally, according 
to Mr. Keck's will, namely, to carry on the correſpondence ot 
the Society with foreigners, L 

And, $thlv, That Dr. Hutton conſented to continue in the 
office upon theſe terms, though not withqut ſome diſſatisfaction, 
at not being continued in the buſineſs of tranſlating the foreign 
papers, and receiving thoſe rewards for his trouble, which the 
Preſident and Council now reſolved to allow for thoſe tranſla- 
tions, 

And, gthly, That, from February, 1782, to November, 1783, 
when he reſigned it, he did the duty of the office, according to 
the new ſettlement of it, (which duty was, indeed, very ſlight 
and eaſy,) diligently and punctually, and never received the leaſt 
intimation from the Preſident, or any one Member of the Coun- 
eil, that the buſineſs of it was thought to be delayed, or in any 
degree neglected. 

And, 10othly, It appears that, notwithſtanding Dr. Hutton's 
diligence in diſcharging the duties of the ſaid office, Sir Joſeph 
Banks, the Preſident ot the Society, propoſed to the Council, in 
a meeting held on the 20th of November, 1783, to remove Dr. 


Hutton from his ſaid office of Foreign Secretary, alledging, in 


general terms, that he had neglected the duties of it, but with- 
out ſpecifying any inſtances of ſuch neglect, though requeſted 
to do ſo by Dr. Maſkelyne, who was then a Member of the 
Council: and that, when Dr. Maſkelyne further deſired that Dr. 
Hutton might be ſent for to appear before the Council, and be 
heard in his own defence againſt any charges of neglect of his 
duty which might be brought againſt him, the Prefident refuſed to 
do fo, and {till expreſſed a wiſh that he ſhould be removed from 
his office immediately :—And that, when he found the Council 
unwilling to concur with him in removing Dr. Hutton from his 
ſaid office immediately in 4 direct manner, he propoſed to them 
the reſolution concerning the expedience of the Foreign Secre- 
tary's reſiding in London, which was calculated to produce Dr. 
Hutton's removal from it in an indirect manner, to wit, by 
obliging him to retien it; and that to this reſolution he obtained 

the concurrence of his Council. 5 
And, 11thly, That, in conſequence of this reſolution of the, 
Council, Dr. Hutton did ſoon after, to wit, on the 27th day of 
November, 1783, reſign his ſaid office of Foreign Secretary, 
as the Preſident had foreſeen, and intended he ſhould do; but 
that, as Dr. Hutton conceived himſelf to have been injured by 
the Preſident and Council, in being thus driven to the neceſſity 
of reſigning his ſaid office, he made the reſignation publicly to 
the Society at large, at one of their weekly meetings at Somerſet- 
| | Place, 
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Place, in order to make them acquainted with the cauſe, or o- 
caſion, of his reſigning it, and the ſteps that had been taken to 
oblige him to it, and to obtain, if poſſible, their inter{crence 
with the Preſident and Council, in the way of recommendation, 
for his reſtoration to it, or, at leaſt, to excite their attention to 
the arbitrary and unjuſt manner in which their Preſident takes 
upon him to procure the diſmiſſion of their other ſervants, and 
the too great eaſineſs and complaiſance with which the Members 
of the Council ſeem inclined to gratify his caprices. 

To conclude, — When the attention of the Society ſhall be 
thoroughly excited upon this ſubject, and they ſhall reſolve to 
chuſe into their Council men of eminent learning in the different 
branches of ſcience which the Society profeſſes to cultivate, and 
of independent characters, and known zeal for the welfare and 
honour of the Society, and whoſe employments and ſituations in 
life permit them, and inclinations lead them, to attend its meet- 
ings regularly ;—I ſay, when the Society ſhall reſolve to chuſe 
ſuch men into their Council, inſtead of blindly adopting the Lift 
of Counſellors recommended to them by the Freſident, the com- 
plaints of the miſmanagement of the buſineſs of the Society will, 
probably, ſoon ceaſe, and the ancient harmony of its Members, 
and the peace and tranquillity of its weekly meetings, as well as 
its general reputation at home and abroad, (which, no doubt, 


bave ſuffered by the late diſſenſions,) will be reſtored. 


P _— e 8 os hh 
T7 RE ts & * : 


rin OF x „ 1 
D 


* 
N * 
8 * 
a . 
a . 
5 - 
l o 
| * 
- 
| oF - 
5 * * _ 
LE , 
9 
1 o 
EF 
8 „ 8 þ * 
% | K 1 
— : A 7 90 
. 1 ö 
C 
— 
0 - 
. 
- 
* . 
1 
- 
” 
| Oo 
* 
. 
= % 4 * *% 3 ö 
d , 
: IL 


l - 
* Aa. 
i 
* o 
* 
* 
> 44 
= oy 
# ++ 
- 
* 
| = 
0 9 
[oe c 0 
- 
- 
CY 
- = * , 
N £ 
© 
* 
» * 
. * * 
* * 2 
3 
A * 
= - E 
. 
*. 
. 
__ * 
2 N 
* 
1 * ; , 
if * * *, 
o T * 7 = a 


— - > +: 12 b 
717 © - L . - 83 A 8 
4 E 2 ' "LD R Wu « 


* 2 
23 — — oh — 
a 
— . - — — — © > 
— — — — 
- — . FF, — 


p _ 2 — 2 e 5 . —_ I 4 = — 
RR REI Sogn OR. EY > A VE 5 8 PW 


7 


r 


